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Eppur si muove: a
decade of school libraries'
MONICA BARÓ *
TERESA MANÁ *
M'Hli=Hl Analyzes activities in school librarianship in Catalonia for the period
1980-1991. Reviews both institutional and private efforts to promote school libra-
ries, research studies, specialized publications in the field, and the training availa-
ble to those operating school libraries.
Introduction
"The past ten years have seen an increase in the number of school libraries,
I introduced in an irregular and even disorganized manner into the majority of
public and private elementary schools. This expansion was fostered by the currents
of educational renewal of the 1960s, in turn a continuation of the "Escola Nova"
movement that began in the 1920s and was so important to education in Catalo-
nia. The learning methods proposed in the movement's theories were based upon
the students' own work more than in following a textbook and could not have been
developed without the existence of a service, call it library or media center, to gua-
rantee students access to the information that would contribute to their education.
This educational renewal, initially led by several dynamic schools, progressively
spread to all of them and converted the library into an integral element in the ma-
jority of schools. As will be seen below, however, this movement for creating
school libraries has been led by the schools themselves, never as a part of overall
planning and with no legal recognition. This situation has created significant ine-
qualities among libraries, and despite their clear commitment to serving the scho-
ol community they are often found to be below the minimum levels established by
the international standards for resources, installations and staff.2
* Escola Universitaria "Jordi Rubio ¡ Balaguer" de Biblioteconomia i Documentació. ("Jordi Rubio i
Balaguer" University School of Librarianship and Documentation).
1. Previosly published: Item, 8, 1991.
2. Frances L. Carroll, Patricia F. Beilke. Directrices para el planeamiento y la organización de me-
diatecas escolares. (Centros de medios audiovisuales e impresos de las bibliotecas escolares).(Paris: Unesco, 1979).
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Legal framework
An analysis of Catalan legislation in the library field reveals a lack of references
to the school library. The Library Law of 1981 specifically excludes school libra-
ries and the decade produced no other text regulating this service, at once so
necessary and so unstructructed at all educational levels other than the univer-
sity. Parliamentary interpellations to the Commission on Culture at the petition of
the Col-legi Oficial de Bibliotecaris-Documentalistes de Catalunya (Official Asso-
ciation of Librarians-Documentalists of Catalonia) regarding the future of the
school library and other aspects of library planning in Catalonia have received
only polite words in response.3
The situation at the national level is very similar. School libraries were also ex-
cluded from the 1989 decree covering the Spanish Library System4 and the only
legal provisions in this area merely mention the requirement to reserve space for a
library in the construction of new school buildings.5 No further mention is made of
how this space is to be filled or who is to manage it. A white paper on educational
reform, the Libro blanco para la reforma del sistema educativo5 and the existing le-
gislation, the Llei d'Ordenació General del Sistema Educatiu (LOGSE)7 make no
explicit mention of libraries. Although the library is referred to as a space for lear-
ning, there is no indication of whether this refers to the school's own library or any
other outside library. The existence of school libraries is taken for granted.
Perhaps the ambiguous section referring to "educational resources to guarantee
quality education" includes libraries, since without them it would not be possible to
apply the new law. A review of the legal provisions issued by the various Auto-
nomous Communities in the area of libraries does nothing to clarify the situation.
Some Communities have no jurisdiction over education and therefore do not men-
tion libraries. Other communities have such jurisdiction but do not mention them
either, or, at most, consider them as part of the extension programs of the public
library. The creation and support of this type of library is stipulated only in the au-
tonomous communities of Valencia and Galicia, but without further explanation of
the procedures.8 Thus, from the legislative perspective there is a great deal of va-
riety in the handling of this topic and in no case do specific regulations exist.
3. Diari de Sessions del Parlament de Catalunya, no. 161 of June 29, 1990. Commissio de política
cultural.
4. "Real Decreto 582/1989 de 19 mayo. Reglamento de Bibliotecas Públicas del Estado y del
sistema español de bibliotecas" B.O.E., no. 129, May 31, 1989.
5. "Orden de 14 de agosto sobre Proyectos de Centros de EGB y Bachillerato" B.O.E., no. 205,
August 27, 1975.
6. Libro blanco para la reforma del sistema educativo. (Madrid: Ministerio de Educación y Cien-
cia, 1989). 379 p.
7. "Ley 1/1990 de 3 de octubre de Ordenación General del Sistema Educativo". B.O.E. no. 28,
October 4, 1990.
8. "Ley 14/1989 de 11 de octubre de Bibliotecas". Diario Oficial de Galicia, no. 20, October 24,
1989. "Ley 10/1986 de 30 de diciembre de Organización bibliotecaria de la Comunidad Valen-
ciana". Diario Oficial de la Comunidad Valenciana, no. 500, January 7, 1987.
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It is significant that even with such an obvious legal vacuum, the school library
is now an actual fact. This is demonstrated by the many efforts aimed at not only
promoting them but improving their conditions and quality of operation at the na-
tional as well as Catalan level.
Promotion of the school library
The first efforts aimed a promoting libraries in schools mainly started in the
field of education. In 1983 the "Rosa Sensat" Teachers Association brought to-
gether a group of Interested people who worked in a study seminar to establish
the minimum standards required to set up school libraries. In addition, the Asso-
ciation has also carried out consulting and advisory work on the basis of its spe-
cialized library collection on topics In education, while continuing to organize se-
minars In specific areas. The Municipal Institutes of Education have also contribu-
ted to school libraries by either organizing seminars or, as in the case of
Barcelona, creating a specific service for the schools under its jurisdiction.
The "Amic de Paper" School Library Service was founded in 1984, and its
members are mainly teachers and librarians. The objective stated In its statutes
was the promotion of the school library throughout Catalonia. Its first activities
were aimed at creating the School Library Service, whose goal is to provide re-
sources for these libraries. Reading material was initially provided, and then care-
fully selected reference works ready for loan and catalog cards. When the pre-
viously selected materials have been delivered to the schools, a librarian is sche-
duled to provide assistance with the basic aspects of the organization and opera-
tion of a school library.
The innovative aspect of this service was that it provided a centralized service
for the acquisition and processing of material, making it possible to set up opera-
tional libraries Immediately, helping to overcome the limitations on scheduled
hours and on the specialized knowledge of the staff in charge of the library. In
addition, the Service has also organized working seminars dealing with specific
topics.
Government action by the Generalltat and the city councils to promote school
libraries has basically consisted of providing funds to obtain material and guaran-
tee a certain level of training for those responsible for their operation.
Specialized training
The activities of all these institutions have contributed to Increasing teachers'
awareness of the need for specific training. A large number of courses have been
organized by various institutions in an attempt to satisfy this demand, principally
generated by the school teachers, who, In one way or another, are in charge of
the libraries in primary schools.
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Since 1980 there has been a quantitative and qualitative increase in training
programs aimed at those in charge of school libraries. Generally speaking, these
courses are of varying lengths, go into the more technical aspects to a certain
extent, and are occasionally complemented by a section dedicated to children's
literature.
The pioneering effort in the field was made by the courses organized by the
"Rosa Sensat" Teachers Association during the Summmer School sessions, be-
ginning in 1977 with 15 course hours. These courses continue to be offered.
Other courses based on the requirements of the municipal governments and
Resource Centers for Teachers, generally taught by librarians, have also been
offered. Barcelona's city council, through its Municipal Institute for Education, re-
gularly schedules training courses for the teachers in its school system.
The creation of the "Amic de Paper" School Library Service brought many of
these scattered efforts together and since then 60 hour courses have been sche-
duled annually in locations all over Catalonia in order to decentralize training and
make it more easily available.
The field's most ambitious effort, and the first to be endorsed academically,
was the organization of the first Postgraduate Course in School Librarianship, di-
rected at working teachers and librarians and 180 hours in length. This course,
organized by the Sant Cugat School for Teachers in conjunction with the Univer-
sity School of Librarianship and Documentation in Barcelona, receives the coo-
peration of all the agencies working in the field of school librarianship: the "Rosa
Sensat" Teachers Association, Barcelona's Municipal Institute, the School Library
Service. Individual professionals have also participated, as have the library sys-
tems run by the Diputado of Barcelona and the "la Caixa" Foundation. These
systems have offered the use of their libraries during the internship periods.
All of the efforts aimed at training specialists in school librarianship indicate the
interest this subject generates, principally among teachers and librarians working
in school libraries. This strong demand for training has meant that the agencies
with jurisdiction in this area, particularly the Generalitat's Department of
Education, are providing financial support for some of these courses. It must be
pointed out, however, that training in the field of school librarianship is not accor-
ded the same treatment as some of the other specialties this Department sup-
ports. While the courses are partially subsidized, the specialization has not been
officially recognized.
Research in school librarianship
As was pointed out above, all these activities were carried out in a sporadic
manner with little planning, due in part to a lack of knowledge of the situation and
the sector's real needs. To redress this lack of knowledge, the School Library
Service undertook a study based on data obtained during evaluation visits to the
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libraries. This information basically reflects the condition of the premises used for
the library, the resources —from a qualitative as well as quantitative perspecti-
ve— the systems used to organize the material and the use that is made of it.
Information on services and staff was also collected. The Diputado of Barcelona
subsidized publication of this study.9
In general, though, school libraries are not a topic for research, as is shown
by the small number of papers and communications presented at the conferen-
ces and symposia specializing in subjects in librarianship and education.
Normally, these papers present observations on the state of the art or descrip-
tions of experiences.
Publications
There was a notable increase in the number of publications dealing with scho-
ol libraries during the decade of the 1980s. Fairly specialized handbooks on
school librarianship have been published, there has been an increase in articles
appearing in journals, and now there are even specialized journals in this field.
This sizeable bibliography indicates the growing interest in this area.
The lack of specific training for school library staff has emphasized the need
for handbooks and other basic tools to make it possible to organize these libra-
ries to attain a minimum professional standard.
Following the 1970 publication of Aurora Diaz Plaja's work on the school li-
brary, La biblioteca a /'esco/a,10 there was no similar attempt until the beginning
of the 1980s with the guide by Nuria Ventura, Guía práctica para bibliotecas in-
fantiles y escolares,'1 and another by C. Carreras, C. Martínez and T. Revira,
Organització d'una biblioteca escolar, popular o infantil.12 This last title, in hand-
book format with numerous examples, has made the work of all those involved in
operating school libraries a great deal easier. As can be seen, it has been the
school librarians themselves who have attempted in this way to make up for the
lack of technical knowledge of those responsible for school libraries.
Teachers have also contributed to the work of disseminating information. The
book by J. Creus, Per escola des de la biblioteca13 should be noted, as it offers a
reflection on the use of the school library from a pedagogical point of view.
The principal journals specializing in the field of education have published arti-
cles dedicated to the school library. Some present specific experiences of scho-
9. Monica Baró, Teresa Maná and Anna M. Roig. Les biblioteques a les escoles publiques de
Catalunya. (Barcelona: Diputado de Barcelona, 1990). 79 p.
10. Aurora Díaz Plaja. La biblioteca a /'esco/a. (Barcelona: Nova Terra, 1970). 327p.
11. Nuria Ventura. Guía práctica para bibliotecas infantiles y escolares. (Barcelona: Laia, 1982). 147 p.
12. Concepció Carreras, Concepció Martínez and Teresa Rovira. Organització d'una biblioteca
escolar, popular o infantil. (Barcelona: Rosa Sensat, Edicions 62, 1981). 379 p.
13. Jacint Creus. Fer escola des de la biblioteca. (Barcelona: La Llar del Llibre, 1990). 154 p.
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ols or working groups, others analyze the function of the school library in relation
to the educational program.
More indicative of the heightened awareness on this subject is the appearan-
ce of specialized serial publications. The Full ¡nformatiu of the "Amic de Paper"
School Library Service has been published quarterly since 1985 and, although
modest, is an effective channel for communication. Although going beyond a
strictly Catalan context, the 1989 appearance of the journal Educación y Biblio-
teca should be noted, as contributions from Catalonia have appeared since its
first issue.
In any case, though, there is still a lack of publications of a technical nature
that are adequate to the needs of school libraries, such as subject heading lists
for use in setting up subject catalogues, or computer programs that students can
use.
Conclusions
Everything referred to above indicates the interest in and awareness of the
area of school librarianship and all that relates to it. The actions carried out so far
make clear the lack of institutional policy for the creation and maintenance of
school libraries. This is the responsibility of the Department of Education, which
could take advantage of some of the existing resources in the library field in coo-
peration with the Department of Culture. Implementation could be directed th-
rough relationships among the provincial technical centers and the resource cen-
ters in order to centralize acquisitions, technical processing and areas of evalua-
tion. At the same time, it is necessary to unify the efforts to train school library
specialists according to homogeneous programs of study.
In this way it would be possible to guarantee the profitability of the financial in-
vestments in school libraries made by various levels of government, and the defi-
nitive contribution of these libraries to educational renewal in the public school
system.
-71-
